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חג כשר
ושמח

Pesach Schedule of Services

T u e s d ay, A p r i l 7
Start searching for Chametz at................................................ 8:28 pm

W e d n e s d ay, A p r i l 8
Stop eating Chametz by......................................................... 10:31 am
Burn Chametz by....................................................................11:52 am
Candle Lighting & Mincha........................................................7:27 pm

T h u r s d ay, A p r i l 9
F i rst day o f P esac h

Shacharit .............................................................................. 9:00 am
Mincha & Arvit........................................................................7:25 pm
Candle Lighting after .............................................................. 8:36 pm

F r i d ay, A p r i l 1 0
s eco n d day o f P esac h

Shacharit .............................................................................. 9:00 am
Mincha .................................................................................. 6:05 pm
Candle Lighting...................................................................... 6:25 pm

S h a bb a t , A p r i l 1 1
chol hamoed

Shacharit.............................................................................. 9:00 am
Rabbi's Class..........................................................................6:40 PM
Mincha....................................................................................7:10 PM
Shabbat Ends......................................................................... 8:38 PM
Rabbeinu Tam........................................................................ 9:01 PM

S u n d ay, A p r i l

12

chol hamoed

Shacharit..............................................................................8:30 am

M o n d ay, A p r i l 1 3
chol hamoed

Shacharit........................................................................................... 7:45 am

T u e s d ay, A p r i l 1 4
chol hamoed

Shacharit............................................................................................ 7:45 am
Mincha & Candle Lighting.....................................................................7:34 pm
followed by Arvit

W e d n e s d ay, A p r i l 1 5
s e v e n t h day o f p esac h

Shacharit........................................................................................... 9:00 am
Rabbi’s Class........................................................................................ 7:15 pm
Mincha ................................................................................................7:35 pm
Candle Lighting after........................................................................... 8:43 pm

T h u r s d ay, A p r i l 1 6
E i g h t h day o f p esac h

Shacharit........................................................................................... 9:00 am
Rabbi’s Class.......................................................................................7:00 pm
Mincha & Neilat Hachag....................................................................... 7:20 pm
Yom Tov Ends......................................................................................8:44 pm

S p r i n g / S u m m e r D av e n i n g S e r v i c e s
Shacharit:
Sunday Morning........................ 8:30 am
Monday & Thursday Morning......7:45 am
Shabbat....................................9:00 am
Rosh Chodesh........................... 7:30 am

Mincha:
Friday........................Check the Calendar
(throughout the summer)

Monday & Wednesday................ 7:40 pm
Arvit:
Monday-Thursday.....................9:00 pm

A Message From the Rabbi
There was a young family; father, mother, and one very young daughter. The father was a salesman,
whose job required him to travel around the country. The mother didn’t travel, of course; their daughter
needed a more stable environment.
And then there was a tragedy. The mother fell seriously ill, and was eventually admitted to a psychiatric
facility for long-term care. With no other family to care for his young daughter, the father was forced to
bring her along on his frequent business trips.
On one of his trips he met a warm-hearted Satmar Chasid, whom, for the sake of anonymity, we’ll call
Mr. Scheiner. Seeing a sweet young girl who needed to be raised in a warm home with a family, in a
community where she could go to school and play with friends, Mr. and Mrs. Scheiner offered to care for
her, and take her into their own home.
The Scheiner children, and there were many of them, were reluctant to invite another child to their
family. “We are already a large family — we don’t have so much room. We don’t want her to come!” Mr.
Scheiner’s response was understanding, yet firm: “You now have a new sister. She is equal to every one
of you and we will love her like anyone else in the family.” With that, she was welcomed into the Scheiner
home, and raised for many years — right up until her wedding day.
The night before her wedding, the girl handed a long letter to the Scheiners, one that Mr. Scheiner
cherished. Overwhelming expressions of gratitude filled every line, as she tried to capture the love and
kindness she had received in their home, and to offer some words of appreciation.
Sometimes, we may wonder about the length of the Pesach Seder. We were slaves, G-d set us free.
Thank G-d! Let’s eat… What more must be said? Why is it necessary to go through the lengthy Seder
text every year?
But on the other hand, could you imagine this young woman simply leaving “Thanks for your help!” on
a sticky note on the Scheiner’s fridge door? She had been spared a nomadic, unstable life and given a
home of true warmth and love. The young bride recognized that, and one can only imagine how indebted
she feels to the Scheiners.
The Jewish people’s redemption from Egypt, a land of intense spiritual impurity and immorality, certainly
deserves similar expressions of gratitude. It affects every one of us, so it is important that we tell the
story in detail, count the wonders G-d performed in Egypt, sing Dayeinu listing one gift after the next
to the Jewish people, and “the more one tells of the Exodus, the more he is praiseworthy.” Our gratitude
to the Al-mighty should have no limit, and on Pesach we try to express what G-d has done for us, and
attempt to express how we can never stop saying “Thank you”.
Miriam and I wish you all a very happy and enjoyable Pesach. Chag Sameach!

Rabbi Avi Mammon

A Message From the President
Dear Friends,
The month of Nissan is upon us, which puts the holiday of Pesach around the corner. This special time
symbolizes Hashem redeeming the Jewish people out of bondage and putting them in the highest level
a nation has ever known. As we reflect on this special time of year, I think to myself how is it that in our
community we are able to maintain and sustain a high level of spirituality and Jewish unity? The answer in
my mind is quite clear. The many different programs that stem from Light of Israel, be it the warm Sephardic
minyanim on a daily basis; the Ohr Torah Kollel whose goal is to touch every Jewish soul in the Rochester
area and enlighten them to the true meaning of what it means to be a Jew; or the N'shei of Light of Israel that
goes out of its way to pay homage to the critical role of the Jewish Woman in the home and community; and
Ahavat Chessed which tirelessly and without judgment gives a helping hand to Jews in their darkest hour.
Through this thought process I have come to see how Light of Israel as a whole is a true beacon of light
to the Jewish Community. I encourage my dear friends to partner with and facilitate Light of Israel as
a whole, to support it's core values by strengthening current programs, and incorporate them into our
daily lives. With these actions, we will truly merit to appreciate and experience the theme of this time,
which is of the ultimate redemption.
My wife joins me in wishing you a chag kasher vesameach.

Yoni Dahari

...From the chairman of the board
It is fortunate that, whether by chance or by design, we have Tu bishbat, Purim and Pesach to look
forward to during the long cold and dreary months of Winter. This is not in any way meant to belittle
any of these forthcoming events. They each symbolize our aspirations to lead a better life.
The statement made by Hashem, through Moshe Rabbenu, to Pharaoh: “Let My People Go” has become the
battle cry of oppressed people everywhere for generations. But this is only the first part. The Torah tells us that it
is followed by: “So They May Worship Me”. Liberation from Slavery is certainly a great cause by itself and should
be celebrated. However, it is becoming a people of Hashem that is the true message of Pesach. Rejoicing in
Hashem’s miracles during the long Exodus from Egypt is only part of our feasting the receiving of the Mitzvoth of
Torah. The more of these that we perform, the more complete will be our rejoicing. The more the message of the
Torah is spread, the closer we come to a more perfect World and we get nearer to Hashem,
So as we enjoy our Seder with our family and friends, partake in Charosset and the Pascal Lamb, and
we join in chanting the melodies of the Haggadah, we need to keep in mind that this is just an entry
to a year full of hope and good deeds and certainly a stronger dedication of our Faith and our many
responsibilities both as individuals and a Community.
Fern joins me in wishing you all a Hag Kasher we Sammeyyah.

Dr. Dan Daniel

A Message From
As we approach Pesach seder and will be talking about the Ten plagues, I would like to focus on one of
them which teaches us a life lesson.
In the 1890s there were two hotels right alongside each other in Manhattan. The Waldorf and the Astoria. The
Waldorf was owned by William Waldorf and the Astoria by his aunt, Caroline Astor. The two were engaged in
a bitter family feud and in fact, the hotels existed alongside each other in order to compete with each other.
But then William Waldorf’s manager suggested to him one day “Why don’t you make up with your aunt?
Can you imagine what kind of a hotel we could have if we break down the walls in between and join the two
together? We could have the best hotel in the world. William was convinced, he then approached his aunt and
they made up. Together they created the Waldorf Astoria hotel and the rest, as they say, is history.
We can make a connection between the historical background of the Waldorf Astoria and the plague of
hail. As the hail that fell upon the Egyptians then was not hail as we know it today. The Torah tells us
“V’aish mitlakachat b’toch habarad” “there was fire flashing from within the hail and therefore that hail was
a combination of fire and water. Now we know that fire can melt ice, and water can douse flames, however,
when brought together and fused into one fire and water produced hail which was a mighty, powerful force.
From the plague of hail, we therefore, learn a hugely important lesson which applies to every one of us.
Instead of engaging in unnecessary feuds within our families and our communities – nationally and globally
– let’s combine forces.
Pesach is a time when we get together with our families, our relatives come from far and near to sit around
our Pesach Seder Table. Let us use this opportunity to make up with each other, because together we can
accomplish so much more!
If the Waldorf and the Astoria can do it, we too can produce a power for good within our lives to the benefit
of all of humanity.
Chag Kasher Vesameach

Rabbi Dovid Lagunov
and Rabbi Rafi Hirsh
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KOSHER FOR PESACH

Dishwashers: Wait 24 hours from the last
cycle, make sure no food is stuck in any cracks
or the filter and then run 2 complete hot cycles
with detergent. The dishwasher should be empty
during the process while leaving in the racks.
Ovens: An oven with a self-clean feature is
prepared for Pesach by thoroughly cleaning the
oven’s exterior with “Easy Off” or some other
chemical-based cleaning agent and run a complete
self-cleaning cycle. If an oven does not have such
a feature, then one should thoroughly clean the
oven’s exterior and interior with “Easy Off” or
some other chemical-based cleaning agent, wait
24 hours from last use, and then run the oven for
an hour on its highest setting. Be sure to leave the
racks in the oven during the koshering process.
Tables: A table should be thoroughly cleaned
and then covered with a tablecloth. When cleaning
the table, one must ensure to remove all residue
dirt and substances from the surface and from any
cracks or holes in the table. Some have the custom
to pour boiling hot water over the table as well.

on Pesach with plastic wrap. According to some
authorities, one can prepare a microwave oven for
use on Pesach by adding soap to a bowl of water
and then heating the water in the microwave
until it reaches a boil. The steam then expunges
the Chametz from the walls of the microwave.
Still, it is proper to cover all food placed in the
microwave during Pesach, even if one followed the
aforementioned procedure.
Stovetops: Gas or electric stovetop - clean
the grates, cover the entire stove top surface
with heavy duty aluminum foil and turn the fires
on medium for 15 minutes. For glass stove tops:
according to the Sephardic custom one only has
to clean the stove top very well and it is kosher
for Pesach.

Countertops: Formica, stone and marble
countertops can be prepared for Pesach by
pouring boiling hot water over them. First wait
24 hours from last hot use and clean before this
is done. Some have the custom to then cover the
countertops.

Sinks: Cleaning the sink very well. Wait 24 hours
from using hot water and then pour boiling water
over it from a kettle three times. Chacham Ovadia
Yosef rules that this is effective even for porcelain
sinks, despite the fact that porcelain utensils
generally cannot be “Koshered” for Pesach. Some
people have the admirable practice to place a grate
on the bottom of the sink or an insert, so that
the utensils do not come in direct contact with the
surface of the sink, even after boiling water has
been poured over the sink.

Microwaves: The question of whether and
how a microwave oven can be prepared for use on
Pesach is a complex one. It is therefore advisable
to cover all foods one places in the microwave

Refrigerator and Pantries: Don’t need to
be koshered. They must be cleaned very well. As
an extra precaution, some have the custom to line
the bottom surfaces.

How To “kosher” Food Utensils for Use on Pesach
Clear glass utensils, including drinking glasses
and Pyrex glassware, may be used on Pesach,
for sephardim, despite their having been used
with Chametz, and no “Koshering” procedure is
required at all, provided they are clean.
Earthenware and porcelain utensils, including
chinaware and mugs, cannot be made useable for
Pesach if they had been used with Chametz.
Metal utensils, such as pots and cutlery, which
may be rendered useable for Pesach through the

process of immersing them into boiling water
after they have not been used for 24 hours.
One places a large pot of water over the fire and
brings the water to a boil until it overflows the
top of the pot. Some people place a stone in the
pot to ensure that the water will overflow the
top. One then places the metal utensils in the
boiling water, and they thereby become useable
for Pesach. It is preferable to dip the utensils in
a pot of cold water immediately after removing
them from the boiling water.

The Procedure for

Bedikat Chametz
When: Tuesday night, April 7th after
nightfall (8:28pm)
How: Take a single candle or a flashlight and
check all the areas in your possession that may
have had chametz - house, garage, office, cars
etc.
In homes with young children, the search must
be especially thorough, as children often disperse
food indiscriminately around the house.
Custom: 10 pieces of chametz, carefully
wrapped, are put in various places in the house
to be found along with all other chametz that has
not yet been discovered. After these pieces have
been found, they are set aside, together with
the other chametz that has been discovered, and
burned the next day (see below).
Blessing: The blessing is recited
before beginning to check for
chametz
After we finish checking, we negate all chametz
(Bitul Chametz) that might not have been found

by reciting the following: “All chametz and
leavening agents that are in my possession that
I did not see and destroy, and which I did not
know about, shall be nullified, and shall become
ownerless like the dust of the earth.”
One must recite this declaration in a language he
understands. The declaration should be recited
three times.
No more eating chametz - Wednesday,
April 8th after 10:31am

Destroying the Chametz
(Biur Chametz)
When: Wednesday morning, April 8th
before 11:52am
How: In a safe way completely burn any chametz
which was found during the search the night before
and is not going to be included in the sale.
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE
CONTACT RABBI MAMMON AT 585-490-3147

בס”ד

Have you ever wanted to study a Jewish topic of your choice?
Do you wish you could tackle Jewish history,
ethical questions, a Torah portion or Hebrew reading?
Well, now you can!

T u e s day e v e n i n g s
7: 30 - 8:15 pm at the
Lo u i s S . Wo l k J CC
in the Erdle Foundation Lounge
1200 Edgewood Ave, Rochester NY

Hebrew
Reading

Ethical
Teachings
Kabalah
Jewish
History
Torah
Portion
Jewish
Philosophy

+ more

S a mp l e

Partners in Torah is an exciting Jewish learning experience
that allows participants to engage in the study of Torah and
Jewish knowledge. Comprised of Jews from all religious and
social backgrounds, participants can learn the topic of their
choosing, at their own speed and level. Through this powerful
program, connect with Jewish heritage in a meaningful way.
The program features both chavruta (one-on-one) as well
as small group learning. Men, Women & Teenagers are
welcome to join.

T opic s

Partners
in Torah
For more information or to arrange a study partner please contact:

Rabbi Rafi Hirsh rhirsh@ohrtorahrochester.org 845.729.8139
Rabbi Yitzi Hein yhein@jewishpittsford.com 585.340.7545

Partners
in Torah

Torah
Bowl
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With the help of Hashem and the dedicated staff and volunteers of
Light of Israel and Ohr Torah, it has been a very eventful six months.

 Home Study Groups/
Classes across town
Home study groups have been in
full swing, as well as an array of
classes offered across the Greater
Rochester area. These include
women’s home study groups, a
weekly Ladies Tuesday morning class,
a weekly Thursday morning class in
Brighton and a weekly Sunday evening
class.
Community Bet Midrash–
Kollel Yitzchak
Kollel Yitzchak, which takes
place Monday – Thursday evening,
continues to be the community Bet
Midrash in Rochester where all are
welcome to join a class or study with a
chavruta. In addition to Rabbi Mammon,
Rabbi Lagunov & Rabbi Hirsh, we are
grateful to Rabbi Baruch Davidowitz,
Rabbi Michoel Abrahamson, Rabbi
Chastain and Dovid Merzel for leading
learning sessions. This program is a
cornerstone of the community.
Midreshet Leah- Ladies
Learning Book club
Midreshet Leah,
the Monday evening ladies class
has been in full swing with Mrs.
Chaya Roness leading inspirational and
educational discussions. The ladies
enjoy tea and refreshments while
studying timeless Torah wisdom. Thank
you, Mrs. Roness, for giving of your
time and knowledge!

7th & 8th grade Boys Learning
On Thursday nights Rabbi
Chastain teaches his dynamic parsha
shiur for 7th & 8th grade boys
along with a snack of hot cholent!
The kids look forward to Thursday
evening every week. Thank you, Rabbi
Chastain, for making time in your busy
schedule for this.
Kollel Torat Zev
Kollel Torat Zev has taken Rochester
by storm. Every Sunday morning many
of the community men partake of a
scrumptious breakfast and study Torah
from 9:30 –11am. We have so much
gratitude to Chesky Serebrowski for
spearheading this spectacular program.
Thursday Nights at LOI
Every Thursday evening, our
dedicated Ohr Torah Rabbis deliver
a halacha based shiur on the Parsha
with hot cholent and deep dishovernight potato kugel! Thank you, Yoni
Dahari, for this special treat, and for
all the Torah learning fuel you always
provide!
Bi-Weekly Beginners
Class for Russians
Rabbi Lagunov delivered a series of
beginner’s classes on “Hot topics of
Judaism” to Russian speaking men and
women. For some, it’s the first time ever
joining a Torah based class. The classes
are given at Light of Israel followed
by delicious refreshments. This class has
been a popular and well attended event!

Children and Teen Programs
Shabbat mornings we have continued to
offer babysitting and snack for children
starting at 10:00am. The kids make
sure we know where they are through
their sounds of laughter and play. They
can’t wait to run upstairs to get that
precious lollypop from Alan Brodsky.
Shalosh Seudos Club
Every Shabbat Rabbi Yitzi Shulman
uses his positive energy and
inspiring personality to continue
with his Shalosh Seudos Club. Food,
learning, prizes, raffles etc. no wonder
why the kids eagerly wait for it every
week. Special prizes have included a
bike, electric scooter, a hobby grade
remote control car Jewish books, and
many more! Thank you to Chezki &
Mrs. Serabrowski, Mr. & Mrs. Hollander,
Rabbi & Mrs. Hanson, Menachem &
Mrs. Gestetner and Mr. Chetner for
sponsoring many of these prizes!
Talmud Club at Hillel
Community Day School
Every Wednesdays, Rabbi Lagunov
leads a popular Talmud club at Hillel
school. The club explores the ethics and
the daily application of the Talmud. The
students have an opportunity to openly
discuss many interesting and relevant
topics and scenarios that are common
in day to day life through the prism of
the Talmud and a two-thousand-yearold tradition.

613 Mitzvah club at Hillel
Community Day School
Every Wednesday, Rabbi Hirsh leads
a club where students learn through
the 613 mitzvot. With a fast clip and
practical discussions, the students see
how all of the mitzvot apply to their
everyday lives.
Coming after Pesach:
Shabbat Shiur at
the Mammon’s
The Mishna Berurah Halacha shiur on
Shabbat afternoon at the Mammon’s
house which has been very well received
and attended last spring/summer,
will resume. Exploring the halachot of
shabbat and the holidays and delving
into Halacha, as participants enjoy
delicious home baked goods lovingly
baked by Mrs. Miriam and Elisheva
Mammon.
Reaching Out to the Next
Generations in our community
Twice a week, Rabbi Hirsh ventures out
to Temple Beth El’s Hebrew school to
bring Torah and Tefilla to almost 60
of their students. Rabbi Hirsh loves
being involved with all the facets of the
Jewish community and they enjoy his
knowledge, and positive energy as well!
Yom Tov presentation
at the JCC
As Sukkot was approaching, the
talented Ohr Torah Rabbis gave
an interactive and multisensory
presentation to the students at the JCC
Wolk Center. Students joined the Rabbis
in the Sukkah where they shared words
of Torah, stories, and explanations of
the many mitzvot of the holiday.
“Inspire Me on Rosh Chodesh”
Every Rosh Chodesh a group of
Russian speaking women meet
with Mrs. Esti Lagunov for an
inspiring Torah class, followed by a
Q&A session with a Rabbi, and of
course- a beautiful and delicious
spread with the typical, “Esti flair”!

Women’s Saturday
night Melava Malka
What a night! A packed group of
women attended this relaxing and
hilarious evening at LOI! The wonderful
women in our community were treated
to elegant cuisine, a hysterically
entertaining game, and inspiring
words of Torah given by Mrs. Miriam
Mammon. Thank you to Rabbi and Mrs.
Mammon for coordinating this event,
and to our never tiring Chef and his
Eishet Chayil, Mr. and Mrs. Yoni Dahari.
College Campus Outreach
Every week, Rabbi Hirsh is involved with
Jewish outreach at the University of
Rochester and RIT students - in a forum
where they have engaging discussion
on many topics relevant to Jewish life.
Rabbi and Mrs. Hirsh have also enjoyed
opening their home to host these
students for delicious Shabbat meals.
The Rochester
Jewish Ethics Forum
Ohr Torah continued its’ highly
successful Rochester Jewish Ethics
Forum spreading the Torah’s timeless
wisdom and relevance of Jewish Ethics
throughout Rochester. Many people
from across the entire spectrum of
Jewish Rochester enjoy the weekly
emails and monthly newsletter that
discuss ethical dilemmas. Additionally,
at seudat shlishi an ethical question
is presented which always leads to a
very lively and animated discussion.
Additionally, Ohr Torah Rabbis have
delivered lively Ethics based classes
throughout the community including
medical, legal and ethics of interpersonal
relationships. We are deeply grateful
to the generous sponsors The Cornel/
Weinstein Foundation.
Shabbat Dinner at LOI
On a cold Friday evening, LOI hosted
a sold out and elegant Shabbat dinner
in the Shul. The sumptuous array of
delectable and mouthwatering Shabbos
fare was enjoyed by all. Divrei Torah was
presented by both children and adults!
Everyone enjoyed both the camaraderie
and Achdut this evening engendered.
We would like to thank Yoni Dahari and
all other volunteers for making this
memorable evening possible.

Rav Lopiansky
Scholar in Residence
On the weekend of December 14,
we had the privilege to host Rav &
Rebbitzen Lopiansky for a Shabbaton
at Light of Israel. The Rosh Yeshiva
visited Derech Htorah and spoke with
the middle school boys, teaching
them to embrace the challenges that
life presents to them and that the
struggle is the purpose and goal. The
Gold sponsors enjoyed a sumptuous
dinner with the Rav and Rebbitzen
at the Mammon’s home, followed by
an Oneg for the community with hot
cholent, kugel and a delectable array of
desserts. The incredible diveri torah the
Rav shared were very inspiring followed
by an interactive Q & A session, with
questions that touched upon the a
wide range of topics. The Rosh Yeshiva
delivered the Shabbat morning drasha
and spoke again at Seudat Shlishi.
The the entire weekend came to a
culmination on Saturday night at the
Melaveh Malka. The Rosh Yeshiva spoke
about our Mitzvah of Emunah and our
relationship with HaShem. We are so
grateful to the Rav & Rebbitzen for
giving of their time and sharing with us
so much inspiration wisdom.
LOI Channukah Party!
This year our Shul joined together
with BHH for a unified Channukah
party! Divrei Torah was given by Rabbi
Sloviter, and a delicious dairy meal was
served. The highlight of the evening
was the fantastic performance by Dr.
Eisenberg’s Rochester Boys Choir! We
are grateful to BHH for hosting this
event and to Dr. Baruch Eisenberg
for wonderful entertainment. A special
thanks to Rabbi Mammon, Yoni
Dahari, Jeff Springut & Nir Elmaleh for
organizing and running this beautiful
event.
Chanukah party Russian
speaking community.
This year Ohr Torah organized a
Chanukah party for the Russian
speaking community, which was hosted
by Mr. and Mrs. Boris Yefraimov.  Many
families got together and had a
wonderful time. There was singing,
dancing, delicious food and a great
atmosphere. Over 40 people attended.

Hosting the Jewish
Soldier’s Project
Ohr Torah/LOI has been honored to
have hosted baking events for The
Jewish Soldier’s Project, headed by
the honorable Judge Keith Freedman.
Many members throughout the
community (and even a member of the
military) joined us as we made freshbaked delicacies for the Holidays
which were shipped out to Jewish
Soldiers around the globe. Kudos
to Judge Freedman for this amazing
project!

Party. Our Spa Party was attended by
more than 80 women and girls in our
community! The program includedArt projects, refreshing smoothies,
mothers and daughters giving each
other manicures, a photobooth, and
a story told by the dynamic Mrs.
Chava Katz, We would like to thank
our N’shei coordinators, Mrs. Chava
Katz, Mrs. Mira Kuyonov Mrs. Miriam
Mammon, and Mrs. Jessica Nussbaum
for planning this event, and to Chevi,
Esther and Elisheva Mammon for
helping to run the event.

Timeless vs. Contemporary
Ohr Torah began a series
of interactive panel discussions and
presentations with professionals and
rabbis on the most relevant topics that
parents of school children face today.
The classes are held on the bi-monthly
bases in Hillel Community Day school
and are attended by many members of
the greater Rochester community

N’shei- Mother/
Daughter Learning
We had our first Mother Daughter
learning on February 23 and thank
G-d it proved to be a wonderful
afternoon! Jewish learning materials
were provided for different ages, Mrs.
Miriam Mammon shared a few words of
inspiration, and there were 4 winners of
lovely prizes! A delicious and free dinner
was served as well. Thank you to all
those who came to participate, we will
be doing this on a bi-monthly basis!

Partners in Torah
Every week the Ohr Torah staff,
Chabad of Pittsford and other
members of our community unite at
the JCC to learn Torah with Jews from
the Greater Rochester area. The unity
of engaging discussion through our
shared heritage is truly palpable. What
better way to bring the Ohr Torah, the
light of Torah, to the community than
having the beautiful sounds of Torah
discussion reverberating through the
lobby of the JCC.
N’shei - Kickoff event!!
On February 9th, we had our Nishei
kickoff event, Mom and Me Spa

Saturday Night Learning (SNL)
LOI spearheaded a new initiative
to have more times for Torah
Learning in the community. Upon
concluding Arvit after Shabbat, LOI has
run a 30 minute learning program for
the community.
Mishna Nightly
by Rabbi Lagunov
Every evening following Arvit at Light of
Israel, a group of community members
get together with our devoted, Rabbi
Laganov to learn Mishnayot nightly.

Mazel Tov- A few tractates of the
Mishna were completed since the
beginning of the project!
The Aroeste Childrens
Unity Sefer Torah
Our joy knew no bounds as we
welcomed a new Sefer Torah to our
congregation. It was an extremely
exciting and festive day for our
community! With dancing, live music,
sumptuous food, cotton candy and so
much more. What a kiddush Hashem
was made as our community came out
on that cloudy and chilly day to dance
our way down Monroe Ave with our new
and precious Torah. It is with hearts full
of gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. Aeroste
for donating this beautiful Childrens
Unity Torah. Thank you, Jeff Springut,
Isobel Goldman, Menachem Gestetner,
Ami Notis, Yoni Dahari and all of the
tremendous volunteers and donors of
this spectacular event.
Purim 2020 at Light of Israel
Wow! What an incredible Purim at
Light of Israel. Attended by a sold
out crowd, the Purim party was
spectacular on so many levels. The
singing and dancing was so uplifting
and inspirational for all. The Light
of Israel song performed by the Dr.
Chilungo and Rabbi Mammon added
to the Purim spirit along with the
beautiful performance by Shlomo
Mammon and Mordechai Stein on the
guitars and harmonica! Who knew we
have so much talent? Thank you, Mrs.
Kuyunov, for the beautiful décor and
room set up. Thank you, Yoni Dahari,
for the most delicious menu.

We appreciate all your involvement and support. We look towards the future and anticipate
more opportunities to learn, engage and spread the warmth and wisdom of the Torah together.
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Pesach cleaning!
“Pesach is just around the corner!” was Mrs. Adler’s motto.
Pesach cleaning started well in advance, and its star
was her trusted Hoover canister vacuum cleaner. It was
expensive, but its powerful suction and versatility made it
worthwhile for Pesach. One morning, while Mrs. Adler was
vacuuming, the doorbell rang. “C’mon in, Sally,” she called
to her closest neighbor, Sally Baum, who lived down the
hall. “How’s Pesach coming along?” asked Mrs. Baum. “So
far, I’ve managed to keep on schedule,” replied Mrs. Adler.
“I hate the last minute rush!” “I just wish I had a better
vac,” lamented Mrs. Baum. “Mine is great,” glowed Mrs.
Adler. “You can borrow it tonight.”
In the evening, Mrs. Baum sent her son to pick up the
vacuum. Armed with the vacuum, she went around the
edges of the rooms, poked with the crevice tool behind the
cabinets, and started to clean the couch. All of a sudden,
without warning, the vacuum suddenly sparked and the
electricity blew!
“What happened?” called out Mr. Baum. “I’m not sure,”
answered his wife. “It seems that the vac blew the fuse.”
Mr. Baum unplugged the vacuum and replaced the fuse.
“Back to work,” hummed Mrs. Baum as she plugged
the vacuum in. She pressed the button … but nothing
happened. She pressed again, with no response. She tried
a different outlet; still nothing. “The motor died,” groaned
Mrs. Baum. “How am I going to face Mrs. Adler? She relies
on this machine like anything!”
“We’ll have to buy her a new one,” said her husband. Mrs.
Baum walked down the hall to the Adlers with the broken
vacuum and $500. Mrs. Adler greeted her, “Finished already,
Sally? You’re fast!” “I’m really sorry, but the vacuum broke,”

said Mrs. Baum. “Please tell me you’re kidding!” said Mrs.
Adler. “I’ll never manage without my vac.” “Really, it’s
broken,” said Mrs. Baum. “I was using it and it just went.
But I brought you money to buy a new one.”
Mr. Adler walked over. “Is there a chance that you overtaxed
the machine? Sucked up something that clogged the
airflow?” “No,” said Mrs. Baum. “I was using it normally.
But what’s the difference? When you borrow something
you’re responsible no matter what.” “That’s usually true,”
said Mr. Adler. “However, I remember learning that if the
item breaks or dies through normal usage the borrower is
exempt. I’ll ask Rabbi Storch tonight.”
After Arvit Mr. Baum walked home with Rabbi Storch and
asked about the vacuum. “You are correct,” replied Rabbi
Storch. “When you borrow something you are responsible
even for freak accidents, but if it dies or breaks on the
account of the work for which it was borrowed – you are
exempt. This is called meisa machamas melacha. Why
should this be?” asked Mr. Baum. “The Talmud explains
that the owner lent the item with the understanding that
it be used; therefore, he accepted the consequences of
this usage,” answered Rabbi Storch. “However, there is a
caveat, the borrower is exempt only if he used the item for
the purpose for which it was lent, but if he used it in even
a slightly different manner he is responsible.

Botton line: “Thus, if you trust Mrs. Baum that

the vacuum died during routine use, she is exempt,”
concluded Rabbi Storch. “If she wants to pay something as
a neighborly gesture, that’s fine, but it’s important to know
the halacha!”

Who Pays The Bill?

Q

Sarah and Rachel were so elated that their best
friend was getting married. Ruth had been their
friend for decades, and she had finally met her match.
They looked together at her bridal wish list to decide
what to buy her. They didn’t want to get anything too
cheapy – this wasn’t just any friend! Eventually, they
decided that they would chip in to get her the mixer
which she wanted. It had a $300 price tag on clearance,
so each would have to pay $150. Rachel would go pick it
up from the store on Sunday.
During breakfast on Sunday morning, Sarah was telling
her husband how she and Rachel were chipping in together
to buy Ruth her mixer. When Sarah mentioned the $150
price they’d pay, her husband dropped his spoon.
“That’s a lot of money! We’re not working big jobs,
you know. Luckily for you, I have a friend which sells
brand name kitchen appliances. Let me give him a call”.
He pulled out his cell phone and made the call. After
hanging up the phone, he told Sarah that his friend had
a package of 10 smaller kitchen appliance which he could
get for only $50. He ordered it on the spot.
Sarah called up Rachel. “Thanks for calling Rachel’s
cell phone. I’m not available right now so please leave a
message at the tone…BEEP!”, it said. Sarah hesitated,
“Hi Rachel. I’m really sorry, but my husband doesn’t
think we should spend the $150 for the mixer so and
we got our own gifts instead. Please count me out. I’m
really sorry.”
Later that day Rachel knocked on Sarah’s door with a
huge box in hand. “Look Rachel! Isn’t it amazing! What
a mixer!” she exclaimed. Sarah turned red. “I’m really
sorry Rachel, I tried leaving you a message. We really
shouldn’t be spending so much money, so my husband
found a cheaper gift. I tried to tell you to count me out,
and left you a message this morning” she said.
Rachel was shocked. “I can’t foot this bill myself. I got it
on clearance, and it isn’t returnable. You said you’d chip
in. I’m sorry it’s difficult for you, but you have to pay
your part” she kindly insisted. Sarah disagreed…

A

In Jewish law, when the agreement was made to
purchase the mixer, Rachel became a legal agent

of Sarah. When Rachel went to the store and purchased
the mixer, it instantly became the possession of Sarah
and Rachel.
If Rachel purchased the mixer before Sarah backed out,
then Sarah has to pay for her part in the bill. Nevertheless,
Sarah is able to cancel Rachel’s agent status, even without
Rachel’s knowing it. Therefore, if Sarah’s decision to back
out of the agreement occurred before Rachel bought the
mixer, then in theory she wouldn’t have to pay her share.
But, this is only applicable if Sarah’s backing out doesn’t
cause an unaccepted loss to the other parties. For example,
if there was a group of friends making the purchase, and
they would all have equally been willing to pay an extra
$10 each to cover her part, then Sarah would be allowed to
back out if she canceled Rachel’s agency early enough. But
in this case, where Rachel would sustain an unacceptable
loss without Sarah’s part of the bill, Sarah is not able to
back out. That’s because she undertook responsibility for
the purchase – and she has to live up to that responsibility.

A Message From
We are so glad that Nshei Rochester has taken off to a great start!

Rochester N’shei
Coordinators
Chava Katz
Jessica Nussbaum
Mira Kuyunov
Miriam Mammon

The goal of N’shei Rochester is to bring the women of our community
together, both for recreational and educational events. I think it’s of vital importance, that
as part of a women’s self-care, she should be able to get out, and nurture herself. Wether it’s
nurturing herself in a social, spiritual or artistic way, these are all equally important. The ripple
effects of women taking time out of their busy schedules to nurture themselves are endless.
When we bring women from different Shuls and different segments of the community together,
it also fosters Achdut and brings us closer together! So far we have had a women’s Melava
Malka, a Mom and Me Spa Day Event, and a Mother Daughter Learning event. In the coming
months we will continue to have many wonderful women’s programs, Mother Daughter Learning
2 Sunday’s a month, and our Summer Shalosh Seudos series. Most of these events are free!
I would like to thank Chava Katz, Mira Kuyunov and Jessica Nussbaum for their positivity and
willingness to join me in this endeavor and to be the amazing coordinators of N’shei Rochester.
I hope the greater community will take advantage of this opportunity for women, and help us nurture
Jewish women, one event at a time!
Warmly,

Mrs. Miriam Mammon
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seven Layer
Matzah Cake
by Jamie Geller - JoyofKosher.com
Ingredients

2-Ingredient
Chocolate
Truffles
12 Truffles

n

1 ½ pounds bittersweet chocolate, melted

n

1 cup sweet red wine or grape juice

n

7 sheets matzo

n

7 ounces bittersweet chocolate, at least 70% cacao

n

Garnish: fresh berries

n

10 pitted dates

n

Garnishes: cocoa powder, desiccated coconut, shaved

Preparation

Ingredients

chocolate

1. Line a sheet pan with parchment paper. Keep chocolate
warm by keeping melted chocolate in a bowl over a bowl
of warm water.

Preparation

2. Place wine in a pan large enough to accommodate a sheet
of matzo without breaking it.

2. Rehydrate dates in hot water for 15 minutes. Squeeze
out excess water, pulse in a food processor until pureed.

3. Soak one piece of matzo for about 30 seconds. Transfer
to lined baking sheet and spread a thin layer of chocolate
being sure to cover the edges. Moisten another piece of
matzo and this time stack it on top of the matzo with
chocolate. Spread more chocolate on the matzo. Repeat
until all matzos are moistened and covered in chocolate.
Pour remaining chocolate over the top, allowing it to drip
down the sides. Spread it with a spatula.

3. Stir chocolate and date puree together. Transfer mixture
to a shallow dish and chill until mixture can be rolled into
a truffle, about 10 to 15 minutes.

4. Refrigerate to allow chocolate to set up.
5. Transfer to serving platter and garnish with fresh berries.

1. Melt chocolate in a double boiler.

4. Scoop a walnut size ball and roll it lightly between your
palms. Then roll in cocoa powder, coconut or shaved
chocolate.
5. Store truffles, covered, in the refrigerator, for up to 5 days.
Remove and warm to room temperature before serving.

NISSAN 08	SALLY LEVY 	APRIL 02
NISSAN 10

BEN J. ALVA 	APRIL 04

	LARRY LEVY 	APRIL 04
NISSAN 11

BUENA SOL LEVY 	APRIL 05

	SAMUEL EPSTEIN 	APRIL 05
	LENA COHEN 	APRIL 05
	ADEL YASHAR MARZOUK 	APRIL 05
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JOSEPH COHEN 	APRIL 06
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NISSAN 09	GRACIA CAMHI 	APRIL 03

NISSAN 13	MICHAEL M. OURIEL 	APRIL 07
	HANNAH SALZBERG 	APRIL 07
NISSAN 14	MORTON GOLDBLATT 	APRIL 08
NISSAN 15	PAUL ALBARANES 	APRIL 09
NISSAN 16

JOSEPH PALUM 	APRIL 10

NISSAN 17	MYRON J. ROTHCHILD 	APRIL 11
NISSAN 18	DAVID BAKER 	APRIL 12
CARL SABETY BAKER 	APRIL 12
	ESTHER MUTNICK 	APRIL 12
	ISADOR EZRA LEVY 	APRIL 12
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JOSEPH I. ALBALAK 	APRIL 14
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NISSAN 21 	MORRIS M. AROESTY 	APRIL 15
NISSAN 23 	HAIM SIMIRYAN 	APRIL 17
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THEODORE BAKER 	APRIL 07

NISSAN 24	ABRAHAM S. CALDERON 	APRIL 18
NISSAN 27	ELIZABETH G. DANIEL 	APRIL 21
FREDA SIMCHA HASSON 	APRIL 21
NISSAN 28 	EILEEN TESTA 	APRIL 22
NISSAN 29	LENA OURIEL 	APRIL 23
NISSAN 30	MAX M. AROESTY 	APRIL 24
FORTUNEA YOUSSEF MARZOUK 	APRIL 24
	SAMUEL DEMAYO 	APRIL 24
IYAR 01	REINA CAMHI 	APRIL 25
	MOLLY BAKER 	APRIL 25
IYAR 02	SAMUEL G. CALDERON 	APRIL 26
IYAR 04

THEODORE JACOBS 	APRIL 28

	MARCEL CONFINO 	APRIL 28
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NISSAN 07 	SOPHIE ELIAS 	APRIL 01

27
3 Iyar
Shacharit- 7:45am
Kollel Yitzchak7:30pm
Arvit- 9:00pm

26
2 Iyar
Shacharit- 8:30am
Breakfast
Kollel Torat Zev9:30-11am
In evening count sefira
19

In evening count sefira
12

In evening count sefira
11

In evening count sefira
18

26 Nissan
Shacharit- 7:45am
Kollel Yitzchak7:30pm
Arvit- 9:00pm
Midreshet Leah8:30pm

25 Nissan
Shacharit- 8:30am
Breakfast
Kollel Torat Zev9:30-11am

20

5th Day of Pesach
In evening count sefira 5

4th Day of Pesach
In evening count sefira 4

19

19 Nissan
Shacharit- 7:45am

18 Nissan
Shacharit- 8:30am

13

6
12 Nissan
Shacharit- 7:45am
Kollel Yitzchak7:30pm
Arvit- 9:00pm

5
11 Nissan
Shacharit- 8:30am
Breakfast
Kollel Torat Zev9:30-11am

12

Mon

Sun

April 2020

13 Nissan

29
5 Iyar
Kollel Yitzchak7:30pm
Arvit- 9:00pm
In evening count sefira
21

In evening count sefira
20

In evening count sefira
14

In evening count sefira
13

28
4 Iyar
Kollel Yitzchak7:30pm
Arvit- 9:00pm

28 Nissan
Kollel Yitzchak7:30pm
Arvit- 9:00pm

22

In evening count sefira
22

30
6 Iyar
Shacharit- 7:45am
Kollel Yitzchak7:30pm
Arvit- 9:00pm

In evening count sefira
15

29 Nissan
Shacharit- 7:45am
Kollel Yitzchak7:30pm
Arvit- 9:00pm

23

Yom Tov ends8:44pm

8th Day of Pesach
In evening count sefira 8

Light Candles after8:43pm
7th Day of Pesach
In evening count sefira 7

16

1st Day of Pesach
In evening count sefira 1

Light Candles after8:36pm

9
15 Nissan
Shacharit- 9:00am
Mincha- 7:25pm

22 Nissan
Shacharit- 9:00am
Mincha- 7:20pm
Neilat Hachag

14 Nissan

21 Nissan
Shacharit- 9:00am
Class- 7:15pm
Mincha- 7:35pm

15

Erev Pesach

8

2
8 Nissan
Shacharit- 7:45am
Kollel Yitzchak7:30pm
Arvit- 9:00pm

1
7 Nissan
Kollel Yitzchak7:30pm
Arvit- 9:00pm

Shacharit- 7:30am
followed by Siyum
No eating
Chametz- 10:31am
Burn Chametz11:52am
Mincha & Candle
lighting- 7:27pm

Thu

Wed

27 Nissan
Kollel Yitzchak7:30pm
Arvit- 9:00pm

21

6th Day of Pesach
In evening count sefira 6

Mincha/Candlelighting- 7:34pm

20 Nissan
Shacharit- 7:45am

14

Bedikat Chametz8:28pm

7

Tue

Congregation Light of Israel

Rosh Chodesh

30 Nissan

In evening count sefira
16

Mincha/Candlelighting- 7:46pm

24

In evening count sefira 9

23 Nissan
Mincha/Candlelighting- 7:37pm

17

2nd Day of Pesach
In evening count sefira 2

10
16 Nissan
Shacharit- 9:00am
Mincha- 6:05pm
Candle lighting6:26pm

3
9 Nissan
Mincha/Candlelighting- 7:21pm

Fri

Tazria/Metzorah
1 Iyar

In evening count sefira
17

Shacharit- 9:00am
Class- 7:00pm
Mincha- 7:30pm
Shabbat ends8:55pm
R.T.- 9:18pm

Rosh Chodesh

25

In evening count sefira
10

Shemini 24
Nissan
Shacharit- 9:00am
Class- 6:55pm
Mincha- 7:25pm
Shabbat ends8:47pm
R.T.- 9:10pm

18

3rd Day of Pesach
In evening count sefira 3

11
17 Nissan
Shacharit- 9:00am
Class- 6:40pm
Mincha- 7:10pm
Shabbat ends8:38pm
R.T.- 9:01pm

4 Tzav 10 Nissan
Shacharit- 9:00am
Class- 6:35
Mincha- 7:05pm
Shabbat ends8:30pm
R.T.- 8:53pm

Sat

Nissan/Iyar 5780
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Thank you

Rabbi Avi Mammon

Yoni Dahari

Ohr Torah Rabbis

585.271.5690
Rabbi@lightofisrael.org

President
jondahari@yahoo.com

Rabbi Dovid Lagunov

Mrs. Malkie Noble

Alan Brodsky

Rabbi Rafi Hirsh

Secretary
585.271.5690
secretary1675@gmail.com

Chief Financial Officer
alan@eastwoodmanagament.com

dlagunov@ohrtorahrochester.org

rhirsh@ohrtorahrochester.org

